Reconstructive versatility of the pectoralis major myocutaneous flap.
The pectoralis major myocutaneous flap is presented in its two basic forms: a muscle flap carrying a skin paddle and the continuous skin-muscle flap technique. The pertinent anatomy of the enveloping fascial planes is reviewed, stressing the increased latitude of safety afforded by elevating the vascular pedicle from the undersurface of the lateral muscle edge. The advantages of a deltopectoral flap outline in approaching the formation of the skin-muscle paddle are introduced. Clinical applications, advantages, and disadvantages are discussed.